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Covenants 71 Ecuador
tells Joseph Smith and During a visit to
Sidney Rigdon to go Otavalo, Ecuador,
. in 1965, Elder
and preach in an effort Kimball told the
to ease unfriendly feel- missionaries to
ings that had arisen present the Book

of Mormon to the

against the Church due native Otavalans.

to criticisms from mem- However, the
bers who had lost their missionaries met
. resistance when
faith. Over 100 years Otavalans began
later, Elder Spencer W. spreading lies about
Kimball of the Quorum them 0B =ty
villages, and the
of the Twelve Apostles missionaries strug-
had a similar experience gled to overcome
L the falsehoods.
preaching in defense of
the Church.
NOTE
L Is\fen;‘ef 1\"’-6Kimba” 1'0‘21“}'4‘17 Two years later, Elder Kimball joined a Then Elder Kimball spoke. He told of
“Piza(?l';inz iZi ;Zgﬁfﬁz 0 few members and missionaries in a meet- the coming of Jesus Christ in the Americas.
history.ChurchofJesusChrist ing near a local bus stop. As local residents ~ He pointed to the sky and spoke of the
.org/GlobalHistories. got off buses, missionaries invited them to still, small voice from the heavens that
hear from a living Apostle of Jesus announced the appearance of the Son of
Christ. Soon, about 20 people gath- God, as found in the Book of Mormon.
ered. As the missionaries started Elder Kimball recalled, “Every eye followed
their meeting, the crowd grew to my motion to the sky as though the Savior
more than 100. were actually there coming through the
thin clouds.”!

After this, missionaries kept trying to teach Otavalans. Sister missionaries
taught a man named Rafael Tabango, who was baptized on July 14, 1968—the
first native Otavalo Latter-day Saint. His wife, Teresa, also joined the Church.
President Spencer W. Less than 15 years later, a stake was organized in Otavalo, with Brother Tabango
Kimball with Rafael called as its first patriarch.

Tabango in 1978.
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