JESUS CHRIST AND HIS EVERLASTING GOSPEL TEACHER MATERIAL—LESSON 23

The Foolish Virgins

1. Discuss the following questions together:

o What might the lamps and oil represent in the parable? (You could review Doctrine and Covenants
45:56-57 and the statement by President Russell M. Nelson in section 2 of the preparation material.)

o What might be significant about the phrases “while the bridegroom tarried” (Matthew 25:5) and “at
midnight there was a cry made” (verse 6)?

o Why were five of the virgins described as foolish? (You could discuss what the phrases “I know you not”
[verse 12] and “Ye know me not” (Joseph Smith Translation, Matthew 25:11 [in Matthew 25:12, footnote a])
teach us about these virgins’ preparation.)

2. Identify one or two common examples of how we as members of the Church might choose to be like the
foolish virgins. Be prepared to share your examples with a group who discussed the wise virgins.
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