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Succeed in School




Creating Christ-Centered, Learner-Focused Experiences

Welcome to Succeed in School. The goal of Succeed in School is to help you learn and
progress in your education and develop a stronger testimony of Jesus Christ. The Succeed
in School classes will help you improve your reading, writing, and mathematics skills. They
will also help you learn how to study for your exams.

In the classes, you will read and discuss stories from the Church magazines, quotes from
apostles and prophets, and scripture verses. You will hear the testimonies of your teachers
and other students, and you will have opportunities to write and share your thoughts and
testimony as well.

You will also practice your reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. You will be taught
new words that will grow your vocabulary and help you learn new things. You will learn how
to read more effectively so that you can understand and remember what you read. You will
also write letters, essays, stories, and poems. These writing activities will help you write in
school and on your exams.

In class, we will talk about what we read and write. Sometimes we will falk in large groups.
Other times, you will talk with one other person or in a small group. This will help your
speaking and listening skills improve.

Sometimes it will be easy for you to understand new things and to share what you are
learning. Other times, you may not understand what you are learning, or you might make
mistakes. That is OK. Do not be afraid to make mistakes, and please do not make others
feel sad or embarrassed when they make mistakes. We learn and grow through the mis-
takes we make.

It is important for you to try fo be in class every day so that you learn new things. It is also
important to come fo class on time so that there is enough fime for all we will do in class.

Each student workbook contains 20 lessons. After you finish each workbook, you may
take it home. Please share what you have learned and written in your workbook with your
family. You can also read the Church magazine articles with your siblings and other family
members. They will be excited to see what you have learned.
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Class Rules

Be Responsible Be Respectful Be Ready

= Arrive on time. = Listen to others. » Bring enough work to do.
= Stay on task. = Use kind words; » Bring and share resources.
= Follow instructions. do not tease. = Ask for help.

= Help clean up. = Do not distract others. » Help others.
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Succeed
N School
Introduction

What You Will Learn

You will learn the purpose for the Succeed in School lessons.



Succeed in School Introduction

Lesson

Think about these scriptures that you read today:
Doctrine and Covenants 93:36: “The glory of God is intelligence.”

Doctrine and Covenants 130:19: “If a person gains more knowledge and intelligence in
this life through his diligence and obedience . . ., he will have so much the advantage in the
world to come.”

Think about these questions:

» What can you do to gain knowledge and intelligence?
» Why are you here in the Succeed in School class?

Review the class rules listed below. These rules are also included in each workbook to help
you remember what it means o be responsible, respectful, and ready.

Class Rules (Things to Remember)

Be Responsible Be Respectful Be Ready

= Arrive on time. = Listen to others. » Bring enough work to do.

= Stay on task. » Use kind words; » Bring and share resources.
= Follow instructions. do not fease. = Ask for help.

- Help clean up. = Do not distract others. - Help others.

Closing

When you go home today, share your class experience with a friend, parent, or family
member. How do you think this class will help you? How is this class different from school?

You can use this space to draw a picture or write down some things you will do fo become a
better learner and to be successful in this Succeed in School class.
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Prereadin
Activities

What You Will Learn

You will be able to use prereading activities to read and understand a text.

Vocabulary Words

Understanding the words below will help you as you learn today.

 text: anything that you read or write

= reading activities: things readers do before, during, and after they read o help
them become better readers and remember what they have read

» prereading activities: activities readers do before they read to help them
understand what they read more effectively

= prediction: a guess about what you think will happen



2 Prereading Activities

I Lesson

Imagine you have picked up a Church magazine and see the picture below:

Look aft this picture with your partner. Discuss the following questions together:

» What do you see?
» What can you guess about the family in the picture?
= What do you think they are doing?

“Who Is Your Hero?”

We are going to read a story called “Who Is Your Hero?” from the Church magazines. Look
at the picture below. Before you read the article, talk about what you see in the picture.

» Where do you think these children are?
= What clues in the picture help you guess where they are?
» Why do you think the boy in the back in the red jacket has his hand up?

Vocabulary Words

The words below may be new to you. Understanding them will help you understand the
story you read today.

» Abraham Lincoln: a president of the United States of America in the 1800s
» thumping: pounding, beating (In the story, Ellie feels her heart “thumping.”)
= embarrassed: to feel ashamed, uncomfortable, or self-conscious

« whisper: to speak very softly



Ellie knew who her hero was, but
she was too afraid to say it. S

By Charlotte Mae Sheppard
Based on a true story

“‘Stand by your conscience, your honor, your faith;
stand like a hero” (Children’s Songbook, 758).
1lie bit her thumbnail nervously. Miss

E Fitz was going down the rows of desks
and asking each student a question, one
by one.

“Who is your hero?” Miss Fitz
asked Jeremy.

Jeremy didn’t waste a moment
answering. “My dad!” he said
proudly.
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Your Hero?

Miss Fitz smiled. “And yours, Sarah?”

Her answer came just as quickly. “Abraham Lincoln.”
Ellie felt her heart thumping as Miss Fitz continued
down the row of students. They had been talking about
heroes all day, and now everyone was supposed to say

who their hero was—in front of the whole class!
Amber and Justin said their moms were their
heroes. Walter said his was his grandfather. A few
other students said theirs was a king or a president.
Only a few students were left before Miss Fitz would
reach Ellie. She had to think of a hero—and fast.
Ellie looked down at her shoes, embarrassed. Coming
up with a hero wasn’t the real problem. She already
knew who her hero was. It was Jesus Christ. He
: had healed the sick, raised the dead, and
paid the price for everyone’s sins. He was
the greatest hero who ever lived! She
was just too afraid to say it.
Ellie bit her thumbnail again at the

thought of telling the whole class that

Jesus Christ was her hero. What if Jeremy

laughed at her? What if Sarah and Amber
whispered about her at recess?

Of course she knew Jesus Christ was
her hero. But that didn’t mean everyone
else had to know too.

Miss Fitz stopped right in front of Ellie’s
desk and smiled. “And who is your hero, Ellie?”

Ellie glanced from the row of students beside her up
to Miss Fitz. “Abraham Lincoln,” she whispered.

Miss Fitz beamed. “Good!” she said as she walked to
the next student in the row.

As soon as she was gone, Ellie’s shoulders dropped
in relief. Thank goodness that was over. The last thing
she needed was for everyone in class to know that her
hero was—

“Tesus Christ,” a voice said.

Ellie’s eyes widened as she slowly looked over.
There—only a little farther down the row—sat a small
boy with rumpled hair. He was skinny and shy, and he
always sat at the back of the classroom. Ellie didn’t even
know his name. She couldn’t remember him ever saying
a single word—until now.

A few students turned to stare at the boy, but he
didn’t notice them. He just looked up at Miss Fitz and
spoke again. “My hero is Jesus Christ.”

Miss Fitz smiled brightly and continued down the row.
But Ellie looked at the boy in amazement. She had been
afraid to tell everyone about her hero, but he hadn’t. He
didn’t even go to her church! But he knew how impor-
tant it was to stand as an example of Jesus Christ, even
when it was hard.

Ellie smiled at the boy. She wouldn’t be afraid to say
who her hero was anymore. After all, she had two of
them now. B
The author lives in California, USA.



2 Prereading Activities

I Prereading Activities Worksheet
“Who Is Your Hero?”

Choose the best answer for each question below:

1. Why is Ellie afraid to say that Jesus Christ is her hero?
a. She is not sure if Jesus Christ is her hero.
b. She is afraid her classmates will laugh at her or whisper about her.
c. She is afraid her answer will make Miss Fitz angry.

d. She is worried that her parents will be unhappy with her.

2. Why does the story say, “Ellie’s eyes widened as she slowly looked over” at the boy
farther down the row?

a. Sheis surprised because the boy usually does not say anything in class, and he is not
afraid to say that his hero is Jesus Christ.

b. She is angry that the boy said his hero is Jesus Christ and she did not.

¢. Sheis worried that the other kids in the class will now make fun of the boy for saying
his hero is Jesus Christ.

d. She is sad because she cannot remember his name.

3. Which of the following is NOT true about the boy farther down the row?
a. He is a member of Ellie’s church.

b. He speaks very little in class.

(@]

. He always sits at the back of the class.

d. Heis asmall boy.

4. What is the most important lesson we can learn from this story?
a. We should always pray every day to Heavenly Father.
b. When our teacher asks us questions, we should raise our hands and answer.
¢. We should serve those around us just as Jesus did.

d. We should never be afraid to speak of Jesus Christ.

Complete the following sentences. (You may write about anyone you respect or admire.)

One of my heroes is

This person is my hero because



2 Prereading Activities

I Closing

When you go home today, teach a friend or family member about prereading activities.
How can prereading activities help you as you read and study for school and also as you
study the scriptures?

Talk with a friend or family member about who your heroes are and how you can become
like them. How can you be someone who helps others come unto Christ?
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Rereading and
Scanning

What You Will Learn

You will learn how to use rereading and scanning strategies to help you remember
and understand what you read.

Vocabulary Words

Understanding the words below will help you as you learn today.

= passive reader: a reader who reads the words on the paper without thinking
about what the words mean

» active reader: a reader who uses reading strategies to read effectively

= rereading: reading a passage of a text again to understand it fully

= scanning: looking at a text to find specific details without reading every word

10
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Rereading and Scanning

I Lesson

Active Reading Skills

Rereading

Scanning

Connecting

Sometimes it can be hard to
understand and remember
the details of what you
read. Active readers go back
and reread parts of a text
they do not understand or
remember.

Scanning means you look
over a text without reading
every word. Sometimes
active readers scan a text to
find details that they missed.

Active readers make
connections with what they
read. They connect what
they read fo their lives and
to the world around them.

“That's So Easy, Grandpa!” and “Seeing God'’s Prophet”

As you read the stories on the next pages, use rereading and scanning to help you

understand the stories. You may write notes on the story pages if you want to. You may also

underline words you do not know or circle parts of the story you like.

Vocabulary Words

Understanding these words will help you understand the stories as you read them.

= stopwatch: a watch that is often used to time races; the user presses the start button to

start counting time on the watch and the stop button to stop counting time

= impression: a feeling about something

11
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FRIEND TO FRIEND

By Elder Enrique R. Falabella
Of the Seventy

“That’s So Easy,
Grandpa!”

“Search the scriptures; for in them . .. ye have eternal life: and

they are they which testify of me” (John 5:39).

One day I asked my granddaughter Raquel what she
thought about setting a goal to read the Book of

Mormon. Raquel had recently learned how to read.

“But, Grandpa,” she said, “it’s so hard. It’s a big book.”

Then I asked her to read me a page. I took out a
stopwatch and timed her. It took her only three minutes
to read the page.

We read the Book of Mormon in Spanish, and the Spanish
version of the Book of Mormon has 642 pages. I told her it
would take her 1,926 minutes to read the whole book.

This might have scared her even more, so I divided that
number by 60 minutes. I told her she would need only 32
hours to read the book. That would be less than a day and
a half!

Then she said to me, “That’s so easy, Grandpa!”

It took Raquel, her brother, Esteban, and our other grand-
children a little more time to read the Book of Mormon. That
is because when we read it, we need to take
time to pray and to think about
what we have read.

Just like Raquel and
Esteban, we can all learn
to love the scriptures.
Then each of us can
exclaim: “How sweet
are thy words unto my
taste! yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!” (Psalm
119:103). @

Adapted from “The Home: The School of Life,”
Ensign, May 2013, 102-104.

12



FRIEND TO FRIEND

By Elder
Kim B. Clark

Of the Seventy

Seeing God's Prophet

hen I was 11, I helped my ward build
a new Church building. The members
helped build them in those days—pounding nails,
painting walls, and doing all sorts of things.
When I heard that President David O. McKay
(1873-1970) would dedicate the building, I really
wanted to be there. My parents said that I could
go. I went early and sat on the front row.
I remember seeing President McKay up close.
I saw the way he stood, how he talked to people,
how he treated people. He
had bright blue eyes and
white hair. He looked like a
prophet. When I heard
him speak and say the
dedicatory prayer, I knew
in my heart that this was
God’s prophet.

I had a powerful spiritual President David O. McKay
was the ninth President

of the Church and served
from 1951 until 1970.

impression from Heavenly
Father: “This is My prophet.”
Heavenly Father was telling
me through the Holy Ghost that President

McKay was His prophet.

Once I knew that President McKay was God’s
prophet, I knew that the Church was true and that
Joseph Smith was a prophet. I knew that the Book
of Mormon and the Restoration of the gospel were
true. I also knew that all the prophets, from Joseph
Smith to David O. McKay, were God’s prophets too.

Now every time a new prophet is called, I've
had that same confirmation come from Heavenly
Father: “This is My prophet.” It all started when I
was a boy. @

From an interview with Breanne Richards

13
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3 Rereading and Scanning

I Rereading and Scanning Worksheet

Questions for “That's So Easy, Grandpa!”

Select the correct answer for each question about “That's So Easy, Grandpa!”

1.

14

How many pages are in the Book of Mormon in Spanish?
a. 642
b. 529
c. 498
d. 602

. What is the name of Raquel's brother?

a. Ramone
b. Miguel
c. Esteban
d. Rafael

. How many minutes did it take Raquel to read the page of the Book of Mormon?

a. Two
b. Three
c. Four
d. Five

. Why did it take Raquel and her brother a little more time o read the Book of Mormon?

a. They took turns reading aloud.

b. They decided to read the book of Psalms first.

¢. They read the Book of Mormon in English.

d. They took time to think and pray about what they read.
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Rereading and Scanning

I Questions for “Seeing God’s Prophet”

Select the correct answer for each question about “Seeing God's Prophet.”

1. How old was Elder Clark when he helped his ward build a new church building?
a9

b. 11

c. 14

d. 17

2. Where did Elder Clark sit during the building dedication?
a. In the back
b. In the hall
¢. On the front row
d. Next to President McKay

3. When Elder Clark saw President McKay up close, he watched how he treated and talked
to people. Elder Clark says that President McKay “ like a prophet.”

a. sounded
b. moved
c. prayed
d. looked

4. President David O. McKay served as President of the Church from 1951 to .
a. 1961
b. 1970
c. 1972
d. 1980

How can you know the prophet today is a prophet of God?

Closing

As you go home today, think about how rereading and scanning can help you as you
read the scriptures and other books. As you read the scriptures, follow the example of
Raquel and her brother, and think and pray about what you read. Share with a friend or
family member what you have learned about rereading and how it can help you at home
and in school.

15
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Making
Connections
with Texis

What You Will Learn

You will use reading comprehension skills to understand and make connections to a
fext.

Vocabulary Words

Understanding the words below will help you as you learn today.

= connection: a bond or link between two things

= text: something you read, such as a book, article, essay, or story

» text-to-self connection: a connection or link between a text (something you read)
and your life

16



Making Connections with Texts

Lesson

When you read, you make connections to what you read. We often make connections
between what we read and something we have experienced in our own lives.

With your class, read the passage below and talk about the connections you make.

Reading Passage #1

My mother was cooking soup when I came home from school. The spices and fish mixed
together in the broth of the soup as it bubbled and filled the air with its delicious smell. My
stomach growled.

“Mama,” I asked her, “may I have a taste?”

“Oh, child,” she said with a smile, “you are always so hungry! It will be done soon. Put your
school things away, wash your hands, and help me get ready for dinner. If I gave you a
taste every time you wanted one, there would never be enough food for everyone!”l smiled
and put my school things away. I then went over to help her get things ready for the family.
I worked quickly.

“Perhaps,” I thought, “if I am fast, we will eat sooner.”

Can you make a connection to what you read? Think about these questions fo help you
make your connection:

= Have you ever asked your mother (or another family member) for a taste of something?
= [s your mother (or another family member) cooking sometimes when you come home?

17



4 Making Connections with Texts

I Write about your connection:

Draw a picture of one of your favorite foods below:

Reading Passage #2

Have you ever been swimming in the ocean? If you have, then you would certainly know
that the water tastes salty. Seawater is about 96.5 percent water and 3.5 percent dissolved
salts. You might think of salt as just something for food, but there are many different types
of salt. Nearly every element from the periodic table can be found in ocean water. The most
common salt is indeed sodium chloride (table salt), but salts containing sulfur, magnesium,
and calcium are also present. The average salinity (salfiness) of seawater is thirty-five parts
per thousand, meaning if you have 1,000 particles of ocean water, thirty-five of them would
be salts. If we were to take all the salt out of the world's oceans, we would have enough salf
to cover every continent to a depth of about five feet.

18



4

Making Connections with Texts

Can you make a connection fo this passage? Think about these questions to help you make
your connection:

» Have you ever been swimming in the ocean?
= Does your family cook with salt?

Write about your connection:

“Just Like the Scriptures!”

Look at the picture in the story. What do you see? What do you think they are doing?

Vocabulary Words

As you read “Just Like the Scriptures!” it may help to know the following words:

» family reunion: a large gathering for family members; sometimes family members must
travel distances to gather together

 hike: a long walk, usually in the country, wilderness, or mountains

» backpack trip: a hiking trip that often involves carrying a backpack with a sleeping pad
and food; backpackers usually stay outside for one or more days using what they have
carried in their backpacks for food, water, and sleep

» trailhead: the beginning of a trail or hiking path; the trailhead is usually marked with a
sign that states the name of the trail

= water filter: a filter that makes water from a stream or lake clean and safe to drink

19



Just Like the Scriptures! -

We thought the hike was going great, until we saw the trail marker.

By Renae Weight Mackley
Based on a true story
“Twill also ease the burdens
which are put upon your shoulders™
(Mosiah 24:14). .

en-year-olds are pretty smart.
TW& like to figure things out something before

on our Own. Dad can explain it to'us

My dad always tells me to liken Like, “I know, Dad, we're
the scriptures to myself. Zikern means  supposed to fast and pray, like it : ¢
that you try to use what you learn says in the scriptures.” - = :
from the scriptures in your life. He smiles because I always get - (S z
So, when we’re reading together the right message. \l -:é};[ﬂ\ E
as a family, I sometimes blurt out But one time, I found out that / = %g%"/ by 3
WP\
\ P YV
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the scriptures really can be a lot
like my life! It all happened when
we went on a family reunion back-
pack trip.

I carried my own big backpack
and sleeping bag, and I didn’t com-
plain. After all, it was only supposed
to be four miles (6.5 km) to the

lake. T could make it, no problem.
The hike wasn't too hard,
but I was glad to stop for a rest
after two miles (¢ km). Then
we saw the first trailhead sign.
It said that the lake was still six
miles (.5 km) away. My dad
didn’t have to tell me that the
trail was really twice as long
as we first thought. I already
figured that out. He did need
to remind us to make our
water last longer.
My dad's advice was
important but hard to
follow. The after-
noon sun felt hot,
and we hardly had
any shade on the
trail. It seemed like
we were never going to
- reach the lake.

?’

The grown-ups stayed in the

back with the youngest kids, and
the older cousins went on ahead. I
stayed with three cousins my age,
and we ended up somewhere in
between.

When we couldn'’t see anyone
ahead or behind us anymore, we
started to get nervous. Qur back-
packs felt heavy, and our water bot-
tles were empty. How much farther
did we have to go?

Finally, we got so worried and
tired that we decided to stop
and pray.

After the prayer, we picked up our
backpacks and trudged on.

Just a little while later we heard
hootbeats coming up the trail. We
waited and saw a man on a horse
riding toward us.

He stopped and gave us some
water, He explained that our older
cousins had hurried to the lake
with a water filter to start pumping
water to bring back to us. The man
heard about how we needed water
and had agreed to help. “Do any
of you need help with your back-
packs?” he asked.

“Let us commit to reading the scriptures . . .
with more purpose and more focus.”

President Dieter F. Uchtdorf, Second Counselor
in the First Presidency, “Your Potential, Your
Privilege,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2011, 59.

I looked at my cousins, and they
smiled back at me. We actually felt
pretty good!

“You better go on and help
the others,” we said to the man.
“We're fine.”

And it was true! The rest of the
way to the lake it felt like angels
were lifting our packs and pushing
us along. When I told my parents
about it later, Dad beamed and Mom
got tears in her eyes.

A week later my family read
Mosiah #. My eyes opened wide
when we read these words: “And I
will also ease the burdens which are
put upon your shoulders, that even
you cannot feel them upon your
backs” (verse ).

“That’s what happened on the
trail,” I blurted out. I didn’t have to
think about how to use this scripture
in my life—this scripture already
described my life! It was amazing! 1
could hardly wait to find other scrip-
tures that were like my life.

And that's how I learned I could
liken the scriptures to me, and I could
also liken me to the scriptures! B
The author lives in Utah, USA.
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4 Making Connections with Texts

I Making Connections with Texts Worksheet

Summarize the story “Just Like the Scriptures!” Remember, a summary is a very short
retelling of something. You need to summarize the story in just two to three sentences.

Text-to-Self Connections

Do you have any personal experiences that relate fo “Just Like the Scriptures!”? First, make
a connection to any of the physical things described in the story. This means that you
connect to the hike, the backpack, or the people in the story. Have you ever been on a hike?
Have you ever worn a backpack and felt hot? Describe your experience below:

Can you make any connections to the spiritual things described in the story? Have you
ever felt that your burdens were made light, or that angels were helping you? If you have
not experienced this personally, do you know someone who has been strengthened by the
Lord during a difficult time? Write your answer in the lines below. There is also space where
you may draw a picture of a fime when you felt strengthened by the Lord.

22



4

Making Connections with Texts

I Closing

When you go home today, teach a friend or family member about making connections with
texts. You can help your friends and family make connections as you read the scriptures
together.

Think about the experience you wrote about today in which you or someone you know had
been strengthened by the Lord. Share with a friend or family member your experience and
bear your testimony of how we can receive strength from the Lord.

23



5

Connecting Texts
to Other Texts

What You Will Learn

You will use reading comprehension skills to understand and make connections
between texts.

Vocabulary Words

Understanding the words below will help you as you learn today.

= text-to-world connection: a connection or link between a text (something you
read) and something in the world around you, either in current events or history

» text-to-text connection: a connection or link between a text (something you read)
and another text (something else you read)

24



Connecting Texts to Other Texts

Lesson

Text-to-World Connections

As the following paragraphs are read aloud in class, think of anything you have heard about
in history or in the world recently that might connect to something in these paragraphs:

“Cyclones”

\\\ \

A cyclone is a large, circle-shaped storm that forms over the ocean. These storms form
when the warm water evaporates from the ocean. This means that the water turns from
liquid into vapor, or little droplets of water in the air. This vapor rises into the air and makes
clouds. Sometimes as the warm air rises, the air begins to move. Eventually, the clouds

and the wind spin and grow as more warm air rises. When these storms get very large and
begin to move very quickly, they form cyclones.

Cyclones can cause a lot of damage when they reach land. The wind and the rain are very
strong, and they can cause large waves to form in the ocean. Cyclone winds can move up to
250 kilometers per hour. Rain and large waves can also cause flooding.

Can you make a connection to what you read? Write about your connection in the lines
below:

= Have you ever experienced a large storm or a cyclone?

25



5 Connecting Texts to Other Texts

I = Have you ever heard about a cyclone or large storm somewhere in the world recently or
in history?

“Is This Not the Fast I Have Chosen?”

Henry B. Eyring, Liahona, May 2015, 23-24
The following text will be read aloud in class. Follow along as it is read.

Tropical Cyclone Pam destroyed many homes as it made a direct hit on Port Vilg, the
capital of Vanuatu. It killed at least six people in Vanuatu, the first confirmed from one
of the most powerful storms ever to make landfall.

“Hardly a tree stood straight [as the cyclone] bellowed across” the Pacific island nation.

World Vision's emergency assessment team . . . advised residents to seek shelter in
sturdy buildings such as universities and schools.

And then they said: “The strongest thing they've got is cement churches. ... Some
of them don't have that. It's hard to find a structure that you'd think would be able to
withstand a Category 5 (storm).”

When I read that, I remembered visiting litfle homes on Vanuatu. I could picture in my
mind the people huddled in homes being destroyed by winds. And then I remembered
the warm welcome to me of the people of Vanuatu. I thought of them and their
neighbors fleeing to the safety of our cement chapel.

Then I pictured the bishop and the Relief Society president walking among them,
giving comfort, blankets, food to eatf, and water to drink. I could picture the frightened
children huddled together.

They are so far away from the home where [ read that report, and yet [ knew what the
Lord would be doing through His servants. I knew that what made it possible for them
to succor those children of Heavenly Father was fast offerings, given freely by the
Lord's disciples who were far away from them but close to the Lord.

So I didn’t wait for Sunday. I ook a fast offering to my bishop that morning. I know
that my offering may be used by the bishop and Relief Society president to help
someone in my neighborhood. My small offering may not be needed near where my
family and I live, but the local surplus could reach even as far as Vanuatu.
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5 Connecting Texts to Other Texts

I Can you make a connection between “Cyclones” and President Eyring's talk?

“A Great Feeling”

Vocabulary Words
Before you read the article “A Great Feeling,” it may help to know the following words:

» shiny: something that reflects light; it is something that is glossy or bright
» hose: aflexible fube that carries liquid, such as water, from one place to another
* mess up: to make a mistake or to spoil

* renew: repeating or making something like new again. In this story, Paolo’s mother fells
him that he will “renew” his promise to follow Jesus. This means that he will repeat and
make like new again his promise to follow Jesus when he takes the sacrament.

Look at the picture in the story. What do you see? What do you think the story is about?

As you read the story, try to make texi-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections to
the story or different parts of the story.
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A Creat Feeling

By Jane McBride
Based on a true story

frer Paulo came up out of the water, he and Dad
.A. got dressed in dry clothes. Then Dad and Grandpa
and the bishop laid their hands on his head and con-
firmed him. Now he was a member of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
“I feel so great,” Paulo said. He touched his heart.
“In here.”

Mom hugged him tight. “That’s because you received
the gift of the Holy Ghost when you were confirmed.”

Paulo nodded. He didn't want to do anything to make
that great feeling go away.

But the very next day, his little brother Carlo broke
Paulo’s toy plane. Paulo had saved up for a whole
month to buy it!

“Look what you did!” Paulo yelled. “Why can’t you
leave my stuff alone?”

“I'm sorry,” Carlo said. Tears rolled down his cheeks.
“Maybe we can fix it”

“It won'’t be the same!”

Carlo ran out of the room crying.

Paulo felt awful inside. He knew Jesus wouldn’t have
yelled or gotten angry. Would he ever feel the way he
did after his baptism again?

“I promised I would try to be like Jesus,” he told
Mom, his voice shaking. “But I've already messed up.”

“You did something wrong,” Mom said gently. “But
Jesus also gave us a way to have the Holy Ghost with us
again after we mess up.”

Paulo knew what she was going to say. “I know.
Repentance. I have to ask for forgiveness.”

Mom nodded. “Then when you take the sacrament,
you'll renew the promise you made to follow Jesus.

28

Pauilo had messed up.
What could he do?

And you’ll be just as clean as you were right after you
were baptized and confirmed.”

Paulo went to find Carlo. “I'm sorry I yelled at you,”
he said. “Let’s fix the plane together.”

Carlo smiled, and Paulo felt like he had done what
Jesus would do. When he said his prayer that night, he
asked Heavenly Father to forgive him and to help him
be nicer to Carlo. A quiet peace settled in his heart.

That Sunday at church, Paulo paid extra attention
to the sacrament prayers. He listened carefully to the
words. As he took the bread and water, he felt Heavenly
Father’s love for him. Mom was right. That great feeling
was back! l
The author lives in Colorado, USA.



LEFT: ILLUSTRATION BY DILLEEN MARSH

e When airplanes are new, their
wings are shiny and bright. Air flowing
over the wings keeps the plane in the air.

* When ice and snow build up on the wings,
air can’t flow smoothly over them. Then the
airplane can't fly safely.

» Before the airplane flies, people use big hoses
to spray off the wings and make them shiny and
bright again.

* Then the airplane can fly as well as when it was new!

KEEP YOUR
~ WINGS SHINY!

¢ When we are baptized, we have no sins and we're given
the gift of the Holy Ghost to help us leamn and grow.

* When we make wrong choices, it's harder to feel
the Holy Ghost.

» \When we repent and pray for help, Heavenly Father
forgives us. Qur sins are taken away. The Holy
Ghost can be with us.

» Because of the Savior's Atonement,
we can repent every day! On Sunday,
the sacrament helps us be clean,
remember Jesus, and have
a happy, new start.
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5 Connecting Texts to Other Texts

I Text-to-Text Connections Worksheet

Choose the correct answer to each question:

1. Who is Carlo?
a. Paulo's father
b. Paulo’s friend
¢. Paulo’s brother
d. Carlo is not in the story

2. Mom tells Paulo that he can renew the promise he made to follow Jesus when he:
a. Takes the sacrament
b. Goes to church
¢. Reads his scriptures
d. Gefts baptized

3. What did Paulo do that he wished he had not?
a. He broke his brother’s toy.
b. He got mad at his brother.
¢. He took a toy without asking.
d. He dropped his toy plane.

4.In the story it says, “Dad and Grandpa and the bishop laid their hands on his head and
confirmed him.” What can we infer about these men?
a. They like playing with toy planes.
b. They are all members of Paulo’s family.
c. They all served missions.
d. They all hold the priesthood.
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Connecting Texts to Other Texts

Can you make connections to “A Great Feeling” and “Keep Your Wings Shiny!"? Write your
connections below:

1. What text-to-text connections can you make between “A Great Feeling” and “Keep Your
Wings Shiny!"?

2. What text-to-world connections can you make between something you know about the
world or history and “A Great Feeling” or “Keep Your Wings Shiny!"?

3. What text-to-self connections can you make between something you have experienced
and “A Great Feeling” or “Keep Your Wings Shiny!"?

Closing

When you go home today, teach a friend or family member about making text-to-text
connections. Talk with them about a connection you made between your life and one of
the texts you read today. Both President Eyring and the story “A Great Feeling” talked about
receiving guidance from the Holy Ghost. Tell them or ask them to tell you about a time
when you or they received a “great feeling” or guidance from the Holy Ghost.
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6

Listening
Comprehension
—Making
Connections

What You will Learn

You will use reading and listening comprehension skills to understand and make
connections to a fext.

Vocabulary Words

Understanding the words below will help you as you learn today.

= connection: a bond or link between two things

» text-to-self connection: a connection or link between a text (something you read)
and your life

= text-to-world connection: a connection or link between a text (something you
read) and something in the world around you either in current events or history

» text-to-text connection: a connection or link between a text (something you read)
and another text (something else you read)
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Listening Comprehension—Making Connections

Lesson

“Monarch Butterflies”
Before you read the article, think about these questions when making connections to your life:
= Have you ever seen a butterfly?

» Have you ever seen a caterpillar?
» What experiences have you had with butterflies?

Monarch butterflies are amazing creatures. In the winter, monarch butterflies in North
America fly south to warmer areas. Many monarchs travel about 3,000-4,000 kilometers to
Mexico during the winter.

Millions of butterflies reach Mexico together and land on trees, covering branches and
leaves. The butterflies mate during the winter months. As winter ends, the butterflies begin
their long journey north. As they fly north, the female butterflies find milkweed plants. They
lay their eggs on these plants. Each female lays hundreds of eggs. These eggs hatch into
caterpillars that eat the milkweed plant.

Once the caterpillar has eaten and grown enough, it forms a chrysalis. In the chrysalis, an
adult butterfly forms. The process of changing from the caterpillar to the buftterfly is called
metamorphosis. Metamorphosis is when an animal or insect goes through a complete
transformation. They change from looking one way when they are young to looking
completely different when they grow to adulthood. Butterflies are a good example of this
because they start as eggs, then change to caterpillars, then they go through the chrysalis
stage, and then they become beautiful butterflies with colorful wings.

The butterfly hatches from the chrysalis after about two weeks. It stretches its bright orange
and black wings, and it beats its wings until they stiffen and are fully formed. About an hour
after hatching from its chrysalis, the butterfly is ready to fly.
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6

Listening Comprehension—Making Connections

I As you listen to Sister Reyna I. Aburto’s Talk “With One Accord,” you may follow along with

the text of the talk below. Sister Aburto talks about monarch butterflies. Try to connect what
she says to what you have learned about monarch butterflies in this lesson.

“With One Accord”
By Reyna I. Aburto, April 2018

One of the most remarkable creatures on earth is the monarch butterfly. On a trip to
Mexico to spend Christmas with my husband'’s family, we visited a butterfly sanctuary,
where millions of monarch butterflies spend the winter. It was fascinating to see such an
impressive sight and for us to reflect on the example of unity and obedience to divine laws
that God's creations demonstrate.

Monarch butterflies are master navigators. They use the sun’s position to find the direction
they need to go. Every spring, they travel thousands of miles from Mexico to Canada, and
every fall, they return to the same sacred fir forests in Mexico. They do this year after year,
one finy wing flap at a time. During their journey, they cluster together at night on trees to
protect themselves from the cold and from predators.

A group of butterflies is called a kaleidoscope. Isn’t that a beautiful image? Each butterfly
in a kaleidoscope is unique and different, yet these seemingly fragile creatures have been
designed by a loving Creator with the ability to survive, travel, multiply, and disseminate

life as they go from one flower to the next, spreading pollen. And although each butterfly is
different, they work tfogether to make the world a more beautiful and fruitful place.

Like the monarch butterflies, we are on a journey back to our heavenly home, where we will
reunife with our Heavenly Parents. Like the butterflies, we have been given divine attributes
that allow us to navigate through life, in order to “[fill] the measure of [our] creation.” Like
them, if we knit our hearts together, the Lord will protect us “as a hen [gathers] her chickens
under her wings” and will make us info a beautiful kaleidoscope.

Girls and boys, young women and young men, sisters and brothers, we are on this journey
together. In order to reach our sublime destiny, we need each other, and we need to be
unified. The Lord has commanded us, “Be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.”

Jesus Christ is the ultimate example of unity with His Father. They are one in purpose, in
love, and in works, with “the will of the Son being swallowed up in the will of the Father.”

How can we follow the Lord’s perfect example of unity with His Father and be more unified
with Them and with each other?

An inspiring pattern is found in Acts 1:14. We read, “[The men] all continued with one accord
in prayer and supplication, with the women."”
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6

Listening Comprehension—Making Connections

I [ think it is significant that the phrase “with one accord” appears several times in the book of

Acts, where we read about what Jesus Christ’s followers did immediately after He ascended
to heaven as a resurrected being, as well as the blessings they received because of their
efforts. It is also significant that we find a similar pattern among the faithful of the American
continent at the time the Lord visited and ministered to them. “With one accord” means in
agreement, in unity, and all together.

Some of the things that the faithful Saints did in unity in both places were that they testified
of Jesus Christ, studied the word of God, and ministered to each other with love.

The Lord's followers were one in purpose, in love, and in works. They knew who they were,
they knew what they had to do, and they did it with love for God and for each other. They
were part of a magnificent kaleidoscope moving forward with one accord.

Some of the blessings they received were that they were filled with the Holy Ghost, miracles
took place among them, the Church grew, there was no contention among the people, and
the Lord blessed them in all things.

We can suppose that the reason why they were so united is because they knew the Lord
personally. They had been close to Him, and they had been witnesses of His divine mission,
of the miracles that He performed, and of His Resurrection. They saw and fouched the
marks in His hands and feet. They knew with certainty that He was the promised Messiah,
the Redeemer of the world. They knew that “He is the source of all healing, peace, and
eternal progress.”

Even though we may not have seen our Savior with our physical eyes, we can know that He
lives. As we draw closer to Him, as we seek to receive a personal witness through the Holy
Ghost of His divine mission, we will have a better understanding of our purpose; the love of
God will dwell in our hearts; we will have the determination to be one in the kaleidoscopes
of our families, wards, and communities; and we will minister to each other “in newer,
better ways.”

Miracles happen when the children of God work together guided by the Spirit fo reach out
to others in need.

We hear so many stories of neighborly love shown among people when catastrophe
strikes. For example, when the city of Houston suffered a massive flood last year, people
forgot about their own needs and went to the rescue. An elders quorum president sent
a call for help to the community, and a fleet of 77 boats was quickly organized. Rescuers
went around the affected neighborhoods and transported whole families to one of

our meetinghouses, where they received refuge and much needed help. Members and
nonmembers worked together with one purpose.
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6

Listening Comprehension—Making Connections

I In Santiago, Chile, a Relief Society president had the desire to help immigrants in her

community who had come from Haiti. By counseling together with her priesthood leaders,
she and other leaders came up with the idea to offer Spanish classes to those immigrants,
helping them integrate better info their new home. Every Saturday morning, missionaries
gather together with their eager students. The feeling of unity in that building is an inspiring
example of people from diverse backgrounds serving with one accord.

In Mexico, hundreds of members traveled for hours to help the survivors of two major
earthquakes. They came with tools, machinery, and love for their neighbor. As volunteers
gathered together in one of our meetinghouses waiting for instructions, the mayor of the
city of Ixhuatdn broke down in tears as he saw such a manifestation of “the pure love of
Christ.”

The Lord is now giving us the opportunity fo counsel together each month in our
priesthood quorums and Relief Societies, so we can all be more active participants in our
ward or branch kaleidoscope—a place where we all fit in and where we are all needed.

Every one of our paths is different, yet we walk them together. Our path is not about what
we have done or where we have been; it is about where we are going and what we are
becoming, in unity. When we counsel together guided by the Holy Ghost, we can see where
we are and where we need to be. The Holy Ghost gives us a vision that our natural eyes
cannot see, because “revelation is scattered among us,” and when we put that revelation
together, we can see more.

As we work in unity, our purpose should be to look for and do the Lord's will; our incentive
should be the love we feel for God and for our neighbor; and our greatest desire should

be to “labor diligently,” so we can prepare the way for the glorious return of our Savior. The
only way we will be able to do so is “with one accord.”

Like the monarch butterflies, lef us continue on our journey together in purpose, each of
us with our own attributes and conftributions, working to make this a more beautiful and
fruitful world—one small step at a time and in harmony with God’s commandments.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has promised us that when we are gathered together in His name, He
is in the midst of us. I testify that He lives and that He was resurrected on a beautiful spring
morning like today. He is the Monarch above all monarchs, “the King of kings, and [the]
Lord of lords.”

May we be one in the Father and in His Begotten Son, as we are guided by the Holy Ghost,
is my humble prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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6

Listening Comprehension—Making Connections

I Listening Comprehension—Making Connections Worksheet

Text-to-Text Connection:

You have read “Monarch Butterflies” and watched or listened to “With One Accord.” What
connecfions can you make between these two texts? Did “Monarch Buftterflies” help you
understand parts of “With One Accord” better?

Text-to-Self Connection:

Sister Aburto talks about groups of butterflies called kaleidoscopes. Like butterflies, we are
different, but we can work together to reach our heavenly home.

A fime in my life when I was helped by others was

Text-to-World Connection:

In her talk, Sister Aburto talked about a flood in the USA, about immigrants in Chile,
and about earthquakes in Mexico. Choose one of these events and make a connection
to something in the world around you or something you have heard about in